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Abstract
The purpose of this investigation is to evaluate the musical success of teacher candidates of class-training of 2nd level in terms of 
a number of variables. 238 classroom teacher candidates who have been determined with the method of aimed sampling and who 
have been formed of the 2nd level class-training candidates of Dokuz Eylul University, Buca Faculty of Education, Department of 
Primary School Education have constituted the sampling of the study. In the consequence of the data analyses, in the relationship 
of the gender of  classroom teacher candidates for the musical success, a meaningful disparity has been found in favour of the 
female students. Even though there is no difference in the relationship between the teacher candidates ` their education programs 
and musical success, as a result of the research carried out according to whether to receive musical training or not, a meaningful 
difference has been obtained in favour of those receiving musical training. A meaningful difference according to whether to play 
any musical instruments or not is, on the other hand, favour of those who have played any instruments. Again even though there 
is no meaningful difference whether there is someone involved in music in the family,  there is a meaningful difference between 
the education level of the mother and the successes of the classroom teacher candidates. Nevertheless, there is no meaningful 
difference obtained between the education condition of father and the classroom teacher candidates` success in music.
© 2009 Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction
Music is the most natural and effective means of expression and training for humans. It is known that there have 
been important improvements in the individuals receiving musical training in the fields of “societal success, 
educational success, the success in the development of intelligence, and the success in life”. Therefore, music has a 
significant role in meeting and overcoming the training requirements. Music, included in formal and informal 
training in the World and in Turkey, is regarded as a dimension of education. Department of Primary School 
Education program where there is lots of knowledge and teaching about field within the primary training stage, 
while its course hours have been reduced through the new configuration which is included in 2006-2007 academic 
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year, in this program there is a course named “Music and Teaching of Music”. Music courses in the primary schools 
are taught by primary school teachers in the 1st.,2nd. And 3rd level students and by either primary school teachers or 
the music teachers in the 4th., 5th and more advanced classes. And this is, in a sense, an indicator for the music 
courses in primary education to be able to be taught by primary school teachers like a branch teachers. From this 
point of view, it is expected that teacher candidates being taught in the department of class-teaching be qualified in 
terms of music and be successful in these courses. However, lots of factors affect the success of individual. As Eren 
(2002) has pointed out, the permanent change in learning is the production of living. Living, on the other hand, is 
formed of the interaction of the individual with his/her environment. The interaction of the individual with his/her 
environment takes place in the form of flexible and dynamic interactions. While these interactions have 
effective/important place in the learning process of individual, they may differ from person to person (trans. 
Yazicilar & Guven, 2008). In this study, therefore, the effects of the so-called variables on the success of the 
students are required to be investigated by trying to evaluate the relationship between the factors and the success of 
teacher candidates in music and the factors that are not mental (such as gender, the program studied, whether to 
receive any music training and to play any instruments or not, and whether there is anyone involved in music or not 
in the family and the educational background of mother and father) and are considered to affect the candidates` 
success. Because, as Yuksel and Sezgin (2008) have pointed out, the determination of the personal characteristics 
affecting the university students` success has become an important field of interest and the subject of study.
1.1. The purpose of study
The purpose of this investigation is to evaluate the music success of the teacher candidates of 2nd level of Dokuz 
Eylul University, Buca Faculty of Education, Department of Primary School Education in terms of a number of 
variables.
1.2. Problem sentences
The research question has been determined as follows in accordance with the aim of the study. 
Do the music success levels of teacher candidates of class-teaching at 2nd level in music demonstrate a meaningful 
difference according to different variables?
1.3. Sub-problem sentences
The research question has been explained in more detail through sub-problems below.
1. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference in accordance with gender?
2. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference in accordance with their 
education programs?
3. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference according to whether they have 
received musical training or not?
4. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference according to whether they have 
played any musical instruments or not?
5. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference according to whether there is 
someone who is interested in music or not in the family?
6. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference according to the educational 
background of the mother?
7. Do the musical success of the teacher candidates show a meaningful difference according to the educational 
background of the father?
1.4. Limitations
1. This investigation has been carried out with the teacher candidates of 2nd level of Dokuz Eylul University, Buca 
Faculty of Education, Department of Primary School Education.
2. The investigation is limited to the success levels of the teacher candidates of class-teaching in music courses.
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2. Methodology
The research is general scanning model aiming at case determination because it is related to the evaluation of the 
2nd level, primary school teacher candidates` success levels in music according to different variables. General 
Scanning Model is the scanning arrangements made over the whole universe or a group of sample or sampling to be 
taken from it. In such approach, the variables belonging to unit or situation have been tried to described separately 
(Karasar, 1991:79).     
3. Data Collecting Tools
3.1. Personal information form
Demographic information such as gender, the program studied, whether to receive music training before, whether 
to play any instruments or not, whether there is someone involved in music or not, the educational background of 
mother and father of the teacher candidates has been obtained through the personal information forms developed by 
the researchers.
3.2. The success level of music course 1
In the study, the levels of success in music have been obtained by assessing 40% of the intermediate 
examination`s grade which Dokuz Eylul University, Buca Faculty of Education, Department of Primary School 
Education teacher candidates of 2nd level have taken from bona, instrument, solfege, song lyrics in the music course-
1 in the fall semester, 2006-2007; 60% of the grade that they have taken from the levels of instrument playing at the 
end of the term according to functional system. The success levels of teacher candidates in the subject of Music-1 
are between the interval of minimum 1 and maximum 7. The mid-term success situations of teacher candidates have 
been graded as follows: AA=7; BA=6; BB=5; CB=4; CC=3; CD, DD=2 and FD, FF=1   
3.3. The analysis of the data
The data have been analyzed through frequency, percentage and Chi-Square test
4. The Universe and Sampling
The participants of this study have been determined with the method of aimed sampling. The advantage of this 
approach is that the researcher uses his/her former knowledge and talents in the selection of the subjects. It is a way 
here that the selection of those bearing the averagely required characteristics (Balci, 2001;102). 238 teacher 
candidates of 2nd level from Dokuz Eylul University, Buca Faculty of Education, Department of Primary School 
Education  have constituted the sampling of the study.
5. Findings  and Comments
The following findings and interpretations have been reached through the analysis of the data obtained. 
5.1. The first sub-problem of the study has been organized as follows: “Do the musical success of the teacher 
candidates show a meaningful difference in accordance with gender?” When we consider the distribution of the 
sampling of investigation according to gender, it is observed that 60.5% of distribution is formed of female and 
39.5% of it is composed of male. While 29.2% of the teacher candidates who have the highest points in the success 
of music is female, 19.1% of them is male. When we consider the teacher candidates` success in music who have the 
lowest points in the success of music, female candidates account for 3.5% of them and male candidates for 9.6%. In 
the consequence of the Chi-Square test carried out as to whether the teacher candidates` success in music show a 
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meaningful difference according to gender, a meaningful difference has been obtained [ )6(2F =26.35, p<.05]. This 
findings is in the way that there is an important relationship between the success in music and gender and that the 
female teacher candidates are more successful than male teacher candidates.  
5.2. The second sub-problem of the research has been organized as “Do the musical success of teacher candidates 
show meaningful difference in accordance with their education program?” Considering the distribution of research 
sampling as to the teacher candidates education programs, it is observed that 49.6% of the teacher candidates are 
formal education and 50.4% of them are evening education. While 29.2% of teacher candidates who have the 
highest point in musical successes are teacher candidates studying at evening education, 21.2% of them are the 
teacher candidates studying at formal education. Considering the musical successes of teacher candidates who have 
the lowest point in musical successes, teacher candidates studying at formal education constitute 8.5% of them and 
the teacher candidates studying at evening education form 3.3% of them. In the consequence of the Chi-Square test 
which is made with relation to whether the musical successes of teacher candidates show significant difference to 
the program, important difference has not been able to be obtained[ )6(2F =10.78, p>.05]. This finding can be 
interpreted in a way that teacher candidates studying at evening education are more successful than teacher 
candidates studying at formal education as well as there isn’t an important relation between musical successes and 
the program educated.
5.3. The third sub-problem of the research has been organized as “Do the musical success of the teacher candidates 
show a meaningful difference according to whether they have received musical training or not?”. Considering the 
distribution as to the musical education of teacher candidates in sampling, it is seen that 68% of them receive music 
education and 31.9% of them haven’t received. 29.0% of teacher candidates who have the highest point in musical 
successes are teacher candidates receiving musical education beforehand and 17.1% of them are teacher candidates 
who haven’t received musical education beforehand considering the musical successes of teacher candidates who 
have the lowest point in musical successes, 1.9% of them receive music education and teacher candidates who have 
not received music education beforehand constitute 14.5%. In the consequence of the Chi-Square test which is made 
with relation to if music successes of the teacher candidates show important difference according to the situation 
whether, beforehand, the teacher candidates have received music education or not, a significant difference has been 
obtained[ )6(2F =27.42, p<.05].   This finding sets forth that there is a important relation between the music 
successes of teacher candidates and the situation of receiving music education beforehand and that the teacher 
candidates who have not received. In this case, it can be said that musical entry attitudes are important student 
features in supporting music successes at the university.
5.4. The forth sub-problem of the research has been organized as “Do the musical success of the teacher candidates 
show a meaningful difference according to whether they have played any musical instruments or not?”. In the 
research, the teacher candidates who have played a music instrument beforehand form 73.9% of the sampling and 
those who have not played before constitute 26.1%. 29.0% of the teacher candidates who have the highest point in 
music successes are teacher candidates playing instrument and 14.5% of the are the teacher candidates who don’t 
play an instrument. Considering the music successes of teacher candidates who have the lowest point in music 
successes, 2.3% of those are teacher candidates playing instrument and 16.1% of those are teacher candidates who 
don’t play. In the consequence of the Chi-Square test which is made with relation to if the teacher candidates 
indicate significant difference according to whether, beforehand, the teacher candidates have played an instrument 
or not, a significant difference has been obtained [ )6(2F =28.56, p<.05]. This finding states that there is an 
important relation between musical successes and playing an instrument. And the teachers who plays an instrument 
by hearing rhythms from the instrument and making trial-error exercises, affects their success.
5.5. The fifth sub-problem of the research has been organized as “ Do the musical success of the teacher candidates 
show a meaningful difference according to whether there is someone who is interested in music or not in the 
family?” Being looked at the distribution in the sample according to a situation in which if there are people,
interested in music, in their families. It has seen that there are people who are interested in music in the family of 
19.7% people and there are not any people who are interested in music in the family of 80.3%  people. On the other 
hand; while 25.7% of the teacher candidates who has the highest point are those in whose families there are not any 
people, interested in music, 23.4% of teacher candidates are those in whose family there are some people, interested 
in music. Being looked at the success of teacher candidates who have the lowest point, while 6.3% of those have 
families in which there are no people, interested in music; 4.3% of those have families in which there are some 
people, interested in music. At the end of the Chi-Square Test which attributes to whether the success of teacher 
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candidates depends on the people, interested in music in the family, there is no significant differences[ )6(2F =4.38, 
p>.05]. It can be said weather there is somebody in the family interested in music or not, isn’t effective in increasing 
the musical success.
5.6. The sixth sub-problem of the research has been organized as “Do the musical success of the teacher candidates 
show a meaningful difference according to the educational background of the mother?” When looked at the 
distrubition in the sample of the educational backround of their mother, it is seen that 71.7% of those have no 
education or have primary educational level ; 28.6% of those have secondary educational level and above. While the  
teacher candidates  who has the highest point on musical success are those whose mothers of 26.5% people, have 
secondary educational level and above; some of the candidates are those whose mothers of 24.3% people have 
primary educational level. Being looked at the musical success; while among the candidates teachers whose mothers 
have secondary educational level and above there is no one who takes the lowest point, 8.2% the teacher candidate 
those whose mothers had primary educational level or no education. At the end of the Chi-Square Test, which
attributes to whether musical success of candidate depends on the educational backround of mother or not, the 
significant difference is acquired [ )6(2F =16.66, p<.05]. According to the result of Chi-Square; it could be said that 
the more the educational backround of mother is, the more the musical success of the student is too. 
5.7. The seventh sub-problem of the research has been organized as “Do the musical success of the teacher 
candidates show a meaningful difference according to the educational background of the father?” Being looked at 
the distribution in the sample of  educational backround of their father,it is seen that 45.4% of those have primary
educational level or no education, 54.6% of those have secondary educational level and above .While the teacher 
candidates who has the higest point on musical succes are those whose fathers of 24.9% people, have a secondary 
educational level and above, some of the candidates are those whose fathers of 25.9% people have primary 
educational level or no education. Being looked at the musical success of teacher candidates who has the lowest 
point on musical success ; it is seen that father of 3.8% people have secondary educational level and above, father of 
8.3% people have primary educational level or no education. At the end of the Chi-Square Test which attributes to 
whether musical success of candidates depends on the educational backround of the father or not, there is no 
significant differences [ )6(2F =6.87, p>.05]. Chi-Square Test shows that there is no relation between the 
educational level of father and the success of students. It is found as challencing while the father of the failure shows 
parellelism with the taken primary educational level, the father of the success shows parelllelism with the taken 
secondary educational level or above. As the educational level of the father rises, it can be thought that in the 
traditional Turkish family structure, the personal interests and responsibilities are more extrovert than mother is, and 
this can lead to this consequences.
6. Conclusion, Discussion and Suggestions
When the results of research are examined, it is seen that  there is a a significant  relation between  musical 
success and genders of teacher candidates and female teacher candidates are thought to be more successful than 
male teacher candidates. OtacÕo÷lu(2006) has found in a study, which he has done with teacher candidates who take 
musical education, female teacher candidates are more successful in comparision with male teacher candidates. This 
studies findings has  supported OtacÕo÷lu (2006)’s findings.  According to  obtained finding there was no significant
difference between the musical success of teacher candidates and the program which they are educated. But it was
found a meaningful relation between the musical success of teacher candidates and with the circumstance of taking 
musical education formerly. The teacher candidates are more successful who have taken a musical education 
formerly in comparision with the ones who have not. Musical entry attitudes, the levels of musical readiness may 
have increased the musical success of  teacher candidates by making easier their learning of music. Once again it is 
seen that there is a meaningful relation between the musical successes of  teacher candidates and their abilities of 
playing instrument formerly and it is also seen that the teacher candidates who play instrument are more successful. 
It may have affected the musical success of the teacher candidates to hear the rhythm from instrument and making 
trial-error exercises about music. It could not have been obtained an important difference about the musical success
of teacher candidates whether there is a person in their family who is interested in music or not. The interesting 
point in the resarch is that it could not have been found a relation with the educational level of father and musical 
success of teacher candidates although as the educational level of mother increases, the rate of musical success of 
teacher candidates also increases. Karúal (2004) has analysed children’s musical ability from similar aspects and the 
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results of her research show paralellism with this research. Accordingly it can be said that this research, which is 
done with the teacher candidates at university , supports the research of Karúal (2004) with primary school students. 
Kocabaú (1998) found in her research that as well as  the classroom teachers do not have a sufficiently  
information&ability dealing during the introduction of music lessons, they both do not apply appropriate approach 
to improve themselves and do not see themselves efficient. Besides that there are researches to teach to the teacher 
candidates learning methods of music (Kocabaú, 2003:30-45) to benefit from the positive effects of music and to 
increase the success of music. But as we look at the studies in abroads it is also possible to meet with the studies that 
shows the connection of music with  the other disciplines and skills. According to statement of Seloio÷lu (2005;70-
73) investigations that show  the positive connection between music and success and  music  supports and increases 
the success. Rozmajzl and Alexander (2000:1-3) and Hackett , Lindeman (2001:3-4), said that musical education 
provide them the skills such as thinking intangible, solving problems and deciding. Whitehead (2001) acquires the 
results  that using music while teaching mathematics increases the academical success. Miles (1991) indicates that 
music has positive effects on  attitudes, thinking, physical performance and learning  products. As Cavanaugh 
(2005) and Jensen (2002) indicates music strengthens concentration and memory. Another point that is observed 
during the research is that it is in the need of studies in our country  which manifest profiles of classroom teacher 
candidates  and the connection of these profiles with musical success.
Those suggestions  are brought in the direction of these results:
1) The lecturers giving music lectures should have information about the musical profiles of the students. This 
situation will provide for this lecture to be taught in a more meaningful and more efficient way.
2) In accordance with the profiles of teacher candidates, the content of the music lecture must be enriched 
with the activities the special methods and techniques will be able to be applied. In this context, this study 
can be a source for the studies to be made.
3) By increasing the lectures and hours of music and musical education lectures which in Primary Teacher 
Training Education Program.
4) General and long-lasting music culture must be formed for teacher candidates of Primary Teacher Training 
Education Program, the students must play a simple instrument and they must be trained by believing in the 
importance of music education.
5) Learning strategies of music must be taught in order to increase music lecture successes of  Primary 
Teacher Training Education Program’s teacher candidates.
6) In the research in order to reach the generalization between music success and variables considered, these 
kinds of studies must be made on more extensive and different samples.
7) When the first teacher of a child is regarded as his mother beginning from womb, education level and 
musical education level of mothers must be increased. With this purpose, girls, certainly, must take 
education at least middle level education.
8) Sensibilities of parents and babies can be increased as from young ages with mother-father-baby musical 
courses.
9) Parents shouldn’t make sex discrimination in terms of musical education when they educate their children. 
The whole society and families should take education on general music subject.
10) The research, seminar, issue and thesis studies regarding the importance of music should be supported and 
their results should be taken into account by the institutions involved.
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